Sommers, Barbara Gump 1854 -1905

(Unidentified Newspaper Article )

WOMAN BURNED TO DEATH; MOTHER TERRIBLY INJURED

Gasoline Stove Causes Deplorable Tragedy in the Wes t End
MRS. BARBARA SOMMERS DIED AFTER THREE HOURS.
Mother Made Effort to Save Her, but Was Too Feeble  to Extinguish Flames.

RECALLS ANOTHER TRAGEDY

Mrs. Barbara Sommers, fifty years of age, died at her home, 2209 Twenty-six street, at 9:30 o’clock last night, in terrible
agony from burns suffered three hours previous. Mrs. Anna Gump, aged seventy-two years, Mrs. Sommers’ mother is in
a dangerous condition from being burned about the hands, arms and face in a futile effort to save her daughter. The
accident, which resulted in the death of Mrs. Sommers and the probable fatal injury of her mother, occurred at 5:30
o'clock last evening. While preparing the evening meal on a gasoline stove, Mrs. Sommers failed to notice that a thin
stream of the gasoline was pouring on the floor from a leak in the tank of the stove. Before she realized her danger, the
fumes were ignited and the flam caught the bottom of her dress. Dumfounded by her predicament, she stood still while
the flames rapidly ate their way up her light cambrie skirt.

AGED MOTHER'’S HEROIC EFFORT

Mrs. Gump, her aged mother, was sitting in the back yard at the time, and attracted by her daughter’s screams, she
rushed into the kitchen and attempted to beat out the flames with her hands. Her mother’s feeble efforts were of no avail.
Mrs. Sommers rushed into the yard and tried to extinguish the flames by rolling in the grass. Arthur Reccius, the fifteen-
year-old son of John Reccius, was playing in the yard of his home, which is immediately in back of the Sommers
residence, when he saw Mrs Sommers in flames. He rushed into his home and procuring a blanket, went to her rescue.
With the blanket, he succeeded in smothering the flames.

SON FINDS MOTHER DYING

Meantime, Antone Sommers had come home from work and went to the kitchen to kiss his mother, as was his custome.
He found his grandmother lying on the floor writhing in pain, and glancing toward the back yard, saw his mother lying
there. He rushed to her side, and gathering her in his arms, carried her into the house. After he had placed her on a bed,
he ran for a physician. Dr. T. E. Gosnell and Dr. J. P. Ferguson were summoned, but could only ease the dying woman'’s
pain. Every portion of Mrs. Sommers’ body except her face was burned, and in some places the flesh was seared to the
bone. Just before passing away she said she knew she must die, and begged that her pain be eased.

MOTHER DOES NOT KNOW OF DAUGHTER’S DEATH

Because of the shock of the burns, accentuated by her extreme age, Mrs. Gump’s condition is regarded as critical. She
has not been informed of her daughter’s death, and despite her own suffering her concern seems to be for her daughter.
Mrs. Sommers was one of the best-known residents of the West End, where she had resided for many years. She is
survived by ten children, whose ages range from seven to twenty-four years. They are Charles, Antone, Katherine, Rudy,
Annie, Julia, Carrie, John, Frank Sommers and Mrs. Charles Catelmaier.
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GRANDMOTHER IN cmmcug
CONDITION FROM BURNE,

—— s

Lealdng Gasolino Btove Cause of Ac-
cident—Boy’s Prompt
Service.

————

Her flesh burned to a crisp by finmes )
from o leaking gosoline stove, lra,
Barbara Sommers, fifty years old, dled’
late Thursday nilght at her home, IZ20
Twenty-sixth street. Her mother, Mrs, ;
Annw. Gump, seventy-two years old, lu;
in o eritical condition from the shook |
and burns recelved In attempting to

i

rescue her dnughter,

The oaccldent happened about &5
o'clock Thuradny ovening, while Mrs. |
Sommern woan preparlng supper, When :
sho lghted the Jot on the stove ahe dtd i
naot notleo o pool of pousoline on the
floor, whare o thin atremm was pemes |
fnge from i dende In the tank, and as she |
nppiad tho mnteh the fumes ignited
and Inow moment she was envelopad o)
the flime, that ran up the shivt of hes |
drenn, |

Mre. Gump wan sitting In the yard
when ahe heard her dnughter'n serearns
and rushed Into the kitchen, Sho nt-
tempted to beat out tho blazo with her
hands, and [n doing so recelved terriblo
burns about the hands, arms and fnce.
Tearing herself from her mother, Mra,
Sommers ran into the yard onrd rolled
lnlftbo grass in an effort to save her-
self.

Arthur Recclus, flfteen years old, was
playlng in the,yard of his home at the
time. He saw Mra. Sommers in flnmes
agd ran to his home and procured o
blanket, In which he: wrapped Mra,
Sommers and smothered the flames.

Anthony Sommers, returning from
worl, went Into the kitchen. There he
found his grandmother writhing on tha
floor, nnd, glancing through the door,
dlscovered the form of hls mother lying
In the grass. IHe rushed to her and
carrled her into the house, ntfter which
he aurnmoned Dra. T. 15, Qosnell and
J. P, Fergupon. Mrs. Sommern  waoa
dying then, and the physlelnnn directed
thelr efforta to ennlng her pnln,  Bvery
partlon of her hody wan burned pxeept
Fier foca, Hhe won connelonn to the end
and enlled repentedly for thosa nbout
hier Lo pmmitnggs hor suffering, -

Tho tunornl will be held this morning
at 9 o'clock from FHoly Crons church,
The Interment will be In Bt, Louln cem-
otery, Mra. Sommern s purvived by
ten chlldren, whose ngen range from
seven to twenty-four yearn, as follown:
Charlea, Anthony, Xatherlne, Judy,
Annle, Julln, Carrle, John and Rudolph
Sommers and Mra. Charles Cetelmnler.
.« Her husband dled two years ago In
the Frankfort penitentiary nt Frdank-
fort, whero he was sent for the nt-
tempted murder of Mra. fornmers four
yvears ago. One day, crazél with liquor,
he enter2d the house and stabbed M.
Sommera with 'a butcher knifo. 1o
then plunged the weapon {nto his
own breast, but both recovered. "He
was sentenced to flve yeara’' Imprileon-
ment, but nlg constitution was under-
rmined by excesalvoe drinking, and ho
dled In prison.

-
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ln. Barhra Summ mun
ll Acnldent ln lltcin.

WAS I’BEPLBING GUPm
—

mmsmll‘dnﬂr-wo
yearw, who was hurned while preparing
sipper on a gasoline . stove - at  §: &'
o'cldck yesterday aftermoon at her resl—
dence at-2200' Twinty-sixth: -tr«c.. afq
at 0: lboclockhltnl(ht.

" Mre, Bnnmu-n was cntn:ed ia mnn;-
the gasoline stove ‘and- did not notice
the pool of o which had been spilled
upon the floor. Wer skirls subsequent.
ly. became saturgted, and when she
applied . the match-to the stove she was
{rhedintely mveloptd ln o 'ahm cf
flatmen, - 5 :

lnmtohercrlu Lor helphar
mether, Mra. Annie Oum:n:htato
hermt.andwnahonvmly burn.
o3 aboatl e arma
MMMthoﬂwwdwc
M&mmmmpmm
;.tbemnnnery at the time of
his daath, which occurred five years
250, - Mra Swranets wWas & - na.tlve of
Geany and leaves a sister; Miss An-
tie Ganp, there. Thomrviﬂnreh!l—
ez ere: Kxatie, Annte, Judy Antony,
Chazien, Rudolph, F‘n.nkl.nd.!ohn.all
c..fhomuvoumonmnyrddcnc'e.
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