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Rudolph Sommer Will Recover, But the

S

: Woman ls Béheved to Be ‘Mor-
tally Wounded Sy

TEN CHILDREN

~.Enraged becaure of hln wife's refusal’
o bccomo reconciled to him’ after re-
peated quairrels nudolph Bommcr.} A
tamner, lu.etnpted to ill' her and take
his own Iife carly this morulna'- Heo
uzed a butcher knife, The wité, utnbb(d
in the abdomen, {8 1ying at the, Groy-

| stloet Inﬂrmnr:v fier - nx:ovcry {s exe
tremely doudtful, Bommer la at the il

Hospltal ‘His wound (s In the breast.
He s oxporeted to recover.

| Sommer nmjr’ wounding hila wife-
phaced the handle of-tho butcher knlle,
| already stalned with blood, agnlnst the:

was witnessed' by Annle, the cleven-
rur-old dn.uah!er ot\he dcspcmto man,
‘e ee .~ i
An Uncx'pccted Visit.

The family residence {s o pretty two-
ntorr brick at 'hrcntr-llxth and Court-
| ney’ strecta. Bommer Is mld to be
-hard drlnker and quarrelsome, -He and
hls wife ha\'e had ropvated quarrele,
About one monlh ago he was fined and
bonded for choklng hiz wife, Mrs, Som-
" mer- thougtit hcr husband. was In the
workhousa. unm ho mppeared 1ast
nla"ht. 8

‘He was unsmclou:ly rccelvcd. not
only by tho wife, but by the ten chil-
[ drgn, who have nlways sided with the
' mother. Sommer spent the nighl at
| home. [ . '

s ¢ - |

Deed In the Kitchen. %
| Shortly before 5 o'clock thls; ,morning
| Mre Bommcr nrou. drtucd nnd de-
i ‘scended to lhe klldzon. where aho aun-l-
led & fre nnd commeuced to prvpu-o

hmktu:. Bommr amoa oo am;r his.

\ wito had lett hyr bedrodm, He' followed”

her, J:n_un_kuchnn,lnt cnuzec-her {a:
con\'erxnUon. Thelr Teud: lone- nwoko
| Tonr. u:clr r-on. aged: nrentecn years,
who was nlcoplnx In tho room . dircetly
aver the kltchen. He could not hear
what was sald, but qulckly reallred that
u-oub!o-wnn bhcw(ng. His first thought
was to protcc! his mothcr. He¢ urego nod
started !o don tils clothes when he heord
his mother.’ scream:’ “Murder.”  Tony |

wall and then Impated himself. The deed |

| dnshed to the head of the stnlra and
g0 great wis his hasto that bo fell down
‘the entire flight of steps, Lucklly he
landed-on the lower ficor uninjured, but
Just In time to meet his mother fleelng
from ber. enraged - husband;r who wan
closa behind -bearing aloft the bdloady
butchef knife,” which he tad ulm:h
thrust Into her nbdomen.

. . Bon To tho Rescue.

& Qulckly the, youth leaped for the front
"door, and, uniockink it with one hard,
held back hin father with the other,
while his mother encnped. The bor then
closed and ' lockcd lho door and turned
‘to~face hls father. . Bommer glared"
wlldly at hls rson for.a moment a9
thouuh nncertuln whether he wopld de~
.mand hls lifc as a substitute for that |
af . the moq:er. Then he turned. akd

walked glowly‘Into the kitchen. The boy
left the rocm and followed his mother
across the street 10 Peter Woermelster's
saloon. The woman swwas placed on a

sofa ‘and Dr. Helm was summoned by

telephone, He . ordered her removed to
the QJray-street Infirmary. NMeanwhlile,
the chudmn -baving. been nwnltened

came trooplng down the stalra to-sce
"what caused [ - Single file they ds--
ncended. nnd. leelng blood.won tho floor,
. they wondeﬂnuly approached the door
Tlending Into tho kitchen. 3

Theo A.ttempt At Buiclde.

lea Annle was In front.” Bhe -sarv-
her father deliberately place the! “Blindla
of lhc bloody butcher knife ngalns! Lhe
wnu and then,- holdlng It eo that the,
Naqo polntcd dlreotly tuwavd his heart;
throw | hla‘ whale: ‘welght : agaipst ‘the
polnt. 'nae blada was-avidently mrmd
'from -the-vital-organ-or-death--would-
| have béen’instantaneous. The' lllne glrls
notified- thelr brother of what: they hnd
seen. Nelzhbora rushed to the “house
and found that the ‘man, though wenlk
from loss of blood. was still alive. They
notined the Clty Hosp!lnl authoritien
and the nmbulnncn wasg - aent to the
scene. Sommer I8 fifty-threo years 01d

and hie wifo torty-clght
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ATTEMPTED

Te Kill His Wife and
Himself. |

i

By Scripps-McQlae Prese Assoclation. F

Louisville, Ky., Nov. 26.—Rudolph i
Sommers, a tanner. made a barhbarous
attempt to Kili himself and wife this
Fmor:ﬂiug. He stabbed her in the side
and almost disemboweled her. Then
placing the back of the knife against
a wall, he threw_himself on it, impal-|
ing himself. Both were removed to
the hospital. Both will probably die.
commers was mad because he was sent
to the workhouse recently for assaunit-
ing his wife.
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l A't,te‘mpt'ed 'B'jr An 1",,1»"[“.{'__4
i : '«uted Husband. ey
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RUDOLPH SOMMERS’ RASH ACT

¥
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WIFE, STABDED IN THE ABDO-
MEN, MAY DIE.

-  §
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THE *MAN WILL RECOVER.

Enraged ot the futility of his effcrts
to eftect a reconcillation, Rudolph Som-
mer, o tanner, stabbed his wife In the
abdomen at her home, Twenty-gixth:
street and Courtney avenua, shértly aft-
er b o'clock yesterday motning; Infllcting
‘wounds_that will likely prove fatal. A
buteher knite, with a long, keen blade,.
‘whetted untl its edge wos as starp as
o razer, was'the weapon the man used.
After wounding his svife, Sommer thrust
the blade Into hix left side, near the
‘heart, but his attempt at self-destruc-
‘tlon was unsuccessful and his'.recovery
s nssured. Those most. lenlently in-
climed belleve that the ‘man,  who pos-
eessed an nngovernable temper, Was un-
der the Influence -of lignor and commit-
ted the deed while crazed from drink
Others claim that Sommer was anabla
to obtaln possematon of his wife's prop-
erty and that so Infuriated him that he
“was willing to take her life, i

The Hommer home at Twenty-sixth
‘mtrect and Courtney avenue Is one of
the prettiest In the nelghborhood. It }u
of brick and stone, two storles, and
modern. It was bullt by the mother of
Mrs, Sommer, who cama to Loulsvifle
from her native home In Germany six
months ago. Thers Mrs. Sommer ond
her ten children, the oldest of whom ls
Tony, seventeen years of age,- lived.
Thelr Ilves were qulet, gave when the
husband, under the influence of liquor,
visited them. They were afrald of him,
and his visits brought fear-and fore-
bodingg to the mother and her children.

- probably live until morning. Bommer
wested easy at the Clty Hospltal and It

The father was o hard drinker and |
spent much of his time at the work-
house, and he had just been liberated
when he acrived at the house on Sunday
night. Hls sentence, one month for
choking his wife, had just expired, and
his ceception was not-as- cordlal as-he
llked. But he was allowed to spend the
night [n the house.  Shortly after b
o'clock yesterday moarning, Mra. Som--
mer arose and descended to the kitchen
to preparo the- morning meal  Tony
Sommer ls employed at the Natlonal
Tobacco Warks and it 1s necessary for
him to have his breakfast early in order
to reach his work on time The husband
evidently heard his wife'in the kitchen,
for he soon jolned her and a few min-
utes later thelr loud tones awakened
the sleeping children. Tony, who was
aslesp In the room directly over the
lltcheén, heard them and knew that
trouble wans brewing, He hastily dressed
with the thought of protecting hls moth-
er uppermost in bis mind Before hls
last garment was on he was startled
by tha &hrieks of hls mother. *“Help!"*
murder!” she crled, and the boy ran
to her assistance. He was exclted and
missed the first step. He fell and rolled
down the entire flight. Luckily he was
uninjured. and as he arose to his feet
hils mother ran past him. Blood, from
a deep gash [n her abdomen, trickled
down her dress and stained the carpet.
Qnly a step behind her was her-husband,
and the bloody butcher knife was ralsed
for another stroke. The plucky boy ran
to the front door, unbolted it, allowed
his mother to escape and then faced
his tanther. For & moment therc was
atiilpess and then the man turncd .and
walked asvay. 5

Peter . Wermelster, who conducts B
grocery and maloon on the other nlde of
the street, heard the’screams -of the
woman and of the frightened children
and ran to thelr rescue. He -took Mre
Sommer to hls home and telephoned for
Dr. Ieim. Then he returned to the
Sommer house and found that the man
had attempted to commit sulclde during
hls absence. ., Wermelster found him
lylng on the Qoor, the blood ‘gushing
feom o wound In the left slde near the
heart,

Annle Bommee saw the attempt of her
tather. He placed the handle of the
knife agalnst the wall and then with
all of his might threw himself agalost
It. The blade was turned toward hls
heart, but the ateel turned and the vitn)
orgnn was missed, The City Hospital
ambulaners was called for and when the
corps of phyniclans arrived the man was
nlmost dead from the loss of blood. Dr.
Helm, who was attending the woman,
naw at n glance that she was probably
tutally wounded and telsphoned for the
ambulance from the dgay-street In-
firmary. Her condition was go eritient
that [t was feared she would dle helare
the hosplital could be reached. All day
yesterday her life was despalred of, but
at midnight It was xald that she would

I not thought his conditlon 18 eveh serl-
ous. Sommer Is fAifty-three years of age
and his v‘;ltc s forty-elght.
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