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After 50 Years He Can’t Betire

‘Wag® Still Mendmg Brkes

*

By HELEXN H‘A‘IEEFH}L‘BE

HALF CENTURY of
mw&:l hicveles 33 hehind
wh.!u-ha.irut Thitlip G, Wag-
ner.

On Oer. 3—at T6—Vagner

-

eelehrated the 30th anniver-

sars of ‘the opening of his
old South Main st. bike-shop
—macca of hundreds  of
younpsters. just after  the
urn of the esntary,

He colebrated by shiting in
the crowded Hifle back room

‘The boy might have been
the gvandchfld of ome  of
Wagner's first ctstomars.

*

THROUGH THE years he
served three generatlons of
warrlsd  Iittle riders  who
£ama in with theic banged
up bikes. He's watched as
“go away happy, a few
! moments or = few hours
Iater, with bikes that can run
again, thelr bike bells ti.nia-

i

the motorciele part of his

buainess, Now Wagnec's mno
langer handle motorcycles,
“Omee wa deed to e dis-
tribotore for the bast ones in
oW We used o fraln Ak
ron ¢ope to ride them down
nasr Long Lake whers there
Wag no pavement” he recalls,

*

THEN THF man whn wes

PHILLIP ﬂ-. WAGHER

.o he ninlex .ﬂumn:lm Iil.pw

ons anid & hall inch- atfairs
cemented onts the rime

"The old:wooden bike rims
ware powful havd to sralghten
and fis" YWagner savs,

A few people were. stlll
iding tanderm bikes and wam-
of Wore Bicomers 55 a sege
ylaiton bike attiie

=“I'd beén 4 machinist and
I was handy with tools sa
the wark came easy o me.
But those ofd bikes aren't
much. Hie thess new flght
welght beauries that even
have three gear shilis” ha
added proudly, sho one
aof the newest erouisitdeny of

‘hizx South Alain st store to

Slorer  av.. 1 Tentk
downtown wers gefting too
higit

“When I flrst went Into
the downtown stors, rent was

“F85 m month far the 18 by 49

room. Later If went up 5%
and then 35 and T decided i
wus Hime 1o gel #1-“" Iie L
plaine.

“Bit today In thls smaller
store, . I'm paving S100 &
montit rent”

He-admirs thet In the sld |

drys e often dldn’t cherge
thi Sdda anything when thes
came: In- for, service for &
logse nut or bolt.

Thera. wers lean vesrs for |

thegtore. of course, when the
depression cams I 1807 apd
1829 They “pidled In thelr
belix” and var wrpes end ex:

W

THEX THE man who was
bacn in Germany, coming te
thin country sz & child rem:
Inizcad & Blt about his bike
business.

When he sterted his down-

~his Fiore.

"When  baileon tires came
In. mbout 15 B They
created & big revolutlon In
the bike busingss,” Wagner *

¥

EOME OF the more fanigos.
custamers ha's hed fn the 50
years Include the fage O L
Knight who rods a:-blike for
exercise Jor maEny. yezrs, sho
late B, G Wark and Judge |
Dﬂ}]u and his “boys™ he re

a. ml.t-ﬂln.dfllhtr Wag-
ner, #till 15 sprv dnd as fond
<of marchines of all kinds as
He always was

*

WAGNER laupghe when ha
'm:i.E: Fow he maved fom

3 -d‘ﬁ!d'

penses.

“But we weather the gules
— mpd I'm -still  mending
I:iku." Wagner adds proudly,

Wagner Cycle & Hardware

Was sold to John Paul Wagner 1

(son) On June 30, 1953 for the suw
of $8,000
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Philip Wagner, 93,
Bicycle Repairman

Phillp G. Wagner. 93, made
a practice of making voung-
sters happy — he [ixed their
broken bicycles for a haif a
century.

Mr. Wagner died Tuesday
at St. Thomas Hospital.

Born in Germany, Mr. Wag-
ner lived in Akron for 90
years. He started the Wagner
Cycle & Hardware Co. in 1%03
at 138 S. Main, moving to 404
Storer av. in 1928,
~ Over the -years”he repaired
more than 4000 bieycles.
Une of his custemers was C. L.
Knight, editor and publisher of
the Beacon Journal until his
death in 1933.

Mr. Wagner was a life
member of the Knights of St
Johns and was a charter
member of St. Sehastian's
Catholic Church and the Holy
Name Society. He resided for
many vears a! 1020 Whittier
av., hefore moving to St. Ed-
ward's Home.

Philip Wagner

He leaves his wife. Anna
K.; sons Philip F., Doyles-
town, and Paul J.; dauvghter
Mrs. Coeline Delagrange;
brother Henrv, all of Akron:
18 grandchildren and 33
great-grandchildrep.

Mass will be at 9:30 a. m.
at 8t. Sehastiar’s Church.
Burial will be in St Ber-
nard’s cemetery. Friends
may call from 2 tod and 7 to
9 p. m. Thursday at the Hum-
mel funeral home.

Last printed 9/2/2009 8:42 PM



